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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 1 
"capable of capable of appears to be redundant. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The subject matter called for in claims 12 and 13 where 
never disclosed with the embodiment requiring a plurality of pockets and inserts, namely 
that of figure 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-8, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alivizatos (US 4689844) in view of Zheng (US 6557192) and Aboud et al. (US 
6237945). 

Alivizatos discloses an apparatus comprising a generally planar shield portion (see 
Figs. 1 ,2) having an upper surface supporting an infant and lower surface contacting a 
diaper changing support surface, said shield portion comprising fabric pocket, said 
fabric pocket having a compartment having an aperture. The fabric pocket includes an 
inner liquid permeable shell (28). The fabric pocket is a comfortable changing surface 
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(see col. 3 line 45+). Alivizatos discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Alivizatos lacks a rigid, foldable, impermeable insert. Further, Alivizatos 
lacks shoulder restraining means. Zheng teaches a rigid foldable impermeable insert 
(28). Aboud et al. teaches shoulder restraining means (see Fig. 1). It would have been 
considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Alivizatos by substituting 
the insert as taught by Zheng for the insert (plastic beads) disclosed by Alivizatos since 
such an arrangement allows for the apparatus to straddle a sink in the event the baby 
needs to be changed in a restroom environment. It would also be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Alivizatos by substituting the restraining means as 
taught by Aboud et al. for the restraining means disclosed by Alivizatos since it is a 
design choice to restrain the lower half or the upper half of a baby. It should be noted 
that supporting the upper half allows for the baby to have his/her diaper changed while 
still being restrained. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alivizatos in view of Zheng and Aboud et al. as applied to claim 10 above, and further 
in view of Nappe (US 2834970). 

Alivizatos (as modified above) discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Alivizatos (as modified above) lacks a layer of padding between the outer 
layer and the inner layer. Nappe teaches a layer of padding (14) between an outer 
layer (12) and inner layer (13). It would have been considered obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further modify Alivizatos (as modified above) to include the 
padding as taught by Nappe in order to provide additional comfort. 
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6. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alivizatos in view of Zheng and Aboud et al. as applied to claim 5 above, and further in 
view of Taylor (US 5028468). 

Alivizatos (as modified above) discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Alivizatos (as modified above) is silent about including an anti-skid surface on 
the lower surface of the shield portion. Taylor teaches an anti-skid surface on the lower 
surface of a shield portion. It would have been considered obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to further modify Alivizatos (as modified above) to include an anti-skid 
surface on the lower of the shield as taught by Taylor in order to prevent the baby 
support structure from moving inadvertently. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alivizatos 
(US 4689844) in view of Firkins, Jr. et al. (US 6058535) and Aboud et al. (US 6237945). 
Alivizatos discloses the invention substantially as claimed (see Fig. 6). However, 
Alivizatos lacks a plurality of rigid inserts. Further, Alivizatos lacks shoulder restraining 
means. Firkings, Jr. et al. teaches a plurality of rigid inserts (20). Aboud et al. teaches 
shoulder restraining means (see Fig. 1 ). It would have been considered obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Alivizatos by substituting the inserts as taught by 
Firkins, Jr. et al. for the insert (plastic beads) disclosed by Alivizatos since such an 
arrangement provides good insulation for the baby. It would also be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Alivizatos by substituting the restraining means as 
taught by Aboud et al. for the restraining means disclosed by Alivizatos since it is a 
design choice to restrain the lower half or the upper half of a baby. It should be noted 
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that supporting the upper half allows for the baby to have his/her diaper changed while 
still being restrained. 

8. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Alivizatos in view of Firkins, Jr. et al. and Aboud et al. as applied to claim 9 above, 
and further in view of Nappe (US 2834970). 

Alivizatos (as modified above) discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Alivizatos (as modified above) lacks an inner impermeable layer and a layer 
of padding between the outer layer and the inner layer. Nappe teaches a layer of 
padding (14) between an outer layer (12) and inner impermeable layer (13). It would 
have been considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify 
Alivizatos (as modified above) to include the padding and inner impermeable layer as 
taught by Nappe in order to provide additional comfort and waterproofness. 

9. Claims 14,15,19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alivizatos (US 4689844) in view of Aboud et al. (US 6237945). 

Alivizatos discloses an apparatus comprising a generally planar shield portion (see 
Figs. 1 ,2) having an upper surface supporting an infant and lower surface contacting a 
diaper changing support surface, said shield portion comprising fabric pocket, said 
fabric pocket having a compartment having an aperture. The fabric pocket includes an 
inner liquid permeable shell (28). The fabric pocket is a comfortable changing surface 
(see col. 3 line 45+). Alivizatos discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Alivizatos lacks shoulder restraining means. Aboud et al. teaches shoulder 
restraining means (see Fig. 1 ). It would have been considered obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art to modify Alivizatos by substituting the restraining means as 
taught by Aboud et al. for the restraining means disclosed by Alivizatos since it is a 
design choice to restrain the lower half or the upper half of a baby. It should be noted 
that supporting the upper half allows for the baby to have his/her diaper changed while 
still being restrained. 

1 0. Claims 1 6-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alivizatos in view of Aboud et al. as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of 
Nappe (US 2834970). 

Alivizatos (as modified above) discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Alivizatos (as modified above) lacks a layer of padding between the outer 
layer and the inner layer. Nappe teaches a layer of padding (14) between an outer 
layer (12) and inner layer (13). It would have been considered obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further modify Alivizatos (as modified above) to include the 
padding as taught by Nappe in order to provide additional comfort. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunil Singh whose telephone number is (703) 308-4024. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Shackelford can be reached on (703) 308-2978. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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